DAVID'S DAY! – OR THE LORD'S?

1 Samuel 30 text: vv.16-31)   Proverbs 3:1-12

This is David’s day. Two days ago he and his men returned to Ziklag to find it burned out and their wives and children carried off they knew not where. He was surrounded also by a bunch of very tough, very angry and bitter men because their wives and children had also been carried off they knew not where. And it was David’s fault and they were about to stone him. But we read that, "David strengthened himself in the Lord." He talked his men back on side again and they went after the Amalekite band and recovered their goods and families to the last pin and the last babe-in-arms. "Nothing of theirs was missing whether small or great, sons or daughters, spoil or anything that they had previously taken for themselves." It was a great day! 

But did you notice something very interesting about the way the story is told; or at least about the way the victory is told? It doesn’t say, “They had a great victory over the Amalekites.” It says; 

“David slaughtered them from twilight until evening of the next day,” verse seventeen.

“David recovered all that the Amalekites had taken,” verse eighteen. 

“David brought it all back,” verse nineteen. 

“David captured all the sheep and cattle,” verse twenty. And when they drove all of this livestock and all of this plunder on ahead of them, they said, “This is David’s spoil.” 

And the next verse, verse twenty-one, carries on in the same vein. 

Do you see what the Lord is saying to us in this text? When we forget to trust in the Lord with all our heart, as David had done – when he all of a sudden feared that Saul would now capture him even though the Lord had so remarkably and so often delivered him out of Saul’s hand and he trusted to his own machinations and his own scheming to hide with the Philistines, with the world – when we forget to trust in the Lord with all our hearts, when we do not in all our ways acknowledge the Lord but instead lean on our own understanding and become wise in our own eyes, then it doesn’t go well with us. Life might even fall completely apart as it threatened to do with David earlier on in our chapter this morning – as if losing everything including your wife and children is not life falling completely apart! And we may find ourselves in great distress and maybe our friends embittered against us as David’s were to the point of stoning him. 

But when we turn to the Lord again, when we strengthen ourselves in the Lord, when we shore up our minds with the promises of God and the Word of God again, and when we seek guidance from the Lord again as we saw from the earlier part of the chapter last week, then, as the Proverb says, “The Lord will make our paths straight.” Not necessarily easy; but straight, clear. Thus God gave David guidance through the deserted Egyptian slave. Upright – that’s the real meaning of that word straight in the Proverb: “The Lord will make our paths straight,” – upright! It’s like the old hymn;

Trust and obey, for there’s no other way,

to be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey.  

Well David sure was happy in Jesus this day! This was his day! This was David’s hour! This was David’s victory! This was David’s triumph – not only over the Amalekites but over his own men as well. He must have felt like Churchill felt among the people of London in 1945. With Jesus it was, one day, all the people crying, “Hosanna!” And the next day, “Crucify him!” With David, it was one day, “Stone him!” And the next day, “This is David’s victory; this is David’s spoil!” 

But now look at something else; is this how David saw it? This is how the storyteller tells it but is this how David saw it? You see, congregation, David really is right with the Lord now, because in verse twenty-three when he rebukes those men who were going to be a bit miserly with the plunder; he says, “This is what the Lord has given us, my brothers! The Lord has kept us this day! The Lord has delivered into our hand this band that came up against us.” The storyteller tells us in no uncertain terms that this was David’s day. It was David’s victory. But David says it was God’s day. It was God’s victory. 

David is a man after God’s own heart, “an Israelite in whom is no guile,” as Jesus said about Nathaniel when he met him very early on in the Gospels, or as we read in Psalm thirty-two this morning. Yes, there was craftiness in David’s heart, that’s for sure. There was sin. He didn’t trust the Lord at all times as he ought to have done, that’s true. But not guile, not deceit, not dishonesty, not hypocrisy, not wilful self-service. And that’s why, even in Psalm thirty-two when David speaks of the blessedness of having sins forgiven and of even needing to have sins forgiven again, and of the process of repentance and confession that he went through to have sins forgiven, he could still speak of the blessedness of one "in whose heart is no deceit." That is why David can say, as he says in other Psalms, for example Psalm twenty-five, “Look upon me in my affliction and my trouble. Forgive all my sins;” and then in the very same Psalm, “Let integrity and uprightness preserve me.”
 

That’s not to excuse his sins; his sins are sin and our sins are sin too. But while the true believer will fall into sin, when he sees it, when he realizes it, he won’t justify it, he won’t excuse it, he won’t cover it up; he won’t hide it. The true believer will confess it and turn from it immediately, because in essence, even though the true believer sins, he belongs to the Lord. He’s still a sinner but he’s not a wilful rebel. 

So this is David’s day and a great day it is, a great victory, a great triumph, but David says, “It’s the Lord’s day. All the glory belongs to the Lord.” And David doesn’t just do this in words; he does it in real concrete acts of thankfulness. So what we see here in the latter part of the chapter is the thankful heart of the joyful and thankful believer. I want to say three things about the way in which David shows this. First of all is this;

1.
THE LORD’S SERVANT REWARDS EACH MAN ACCORDING TO HIS FAITHFULNESS

They clean up the Amalekites; they recover all their families and all their goods; nothing is missing small or great. On the way home they come to the brook Besor where they had left behind two hundred of their men who were too exhausted to go on after the 190 kilometre round trip to Aphek and back in five days that you can read about in the earlier chapters. We are not all as strong as each other. We are not all constructed the same and some of these men simply could not go on. David steps forward to greet them even as they had come out from the brook Besor to meet David and the rest of his men as they approached. If you have a New King James version or the old AV, you will see that in verse twenty-one it says, “Whom they had made to stay at the brook Besor.” Maybe they had even wanted to go on but David could tell they weren’t going to make it, so he told them to stay behind, almost against their will. 

Well David’s band is a mixed multitude and there are some among them not very generous-minded. Verse twenty-two calls them “wicked and worthless.” They reckon that because these two hundred didn’t go with them all the way and didn’t help them actually kill the Amalekites and rescue the goods that they should get only their wives and children but none of the goods. What were these guys going to do with all this stuff? this stuff recovered from Ziklag, and also according to the Egyptian, from the Negev of the Cherethites and Judah and Caleb; and, no doubt, stuff that had belonged to the Amalekites before ever they had raided these Israelite or Philistine towns. And there was a big band of them! Remember, David and his men killed the whole lot. It took them from dusk of one day to dusk of the next to do the job. Only four hundred men fled on camels. Only four hundred men fled on camels?! It must have been a lot of them to begin with if only four hundred men escaped. So it was a lot of loot these four hundred men of David’s had carried off! What were they going to do with it? Party, like the Amalekites, spread all over the land (verse 16), eat and drink and dance because of the great spoil they had taken? 

As one writer says, “The troublemakers function on the philosophy of works – of human effort and success and achievement – that is always impressed with its own contribution”; even though they had marched the stuff along and to anybody they met they said, “This is David’s spoil.” But David works on a completely different principle. David works on the principal of grace. Indeed, as the leader of this band, as the anointed king of Israel, the spoil was his, but as a man he knew that it was really the Lord who had given him the victory. He knew that this was something very gracious that the Lord had done for him after he had so recently distrusted the Lord and nearly led his men into a situation possibly of betraying his own people. So he says to them, “No men, the Lord has given us this. The Lord has kept us safe. The Lord has delivered the Amalekites into our hands. This is not our doing. We share it: to each man, his wife and children and however the spoil is divided it’s going to be divided evenly between six hundred, not four hundred; whether they went down to the battle or whether they stayed behind and guarded the baggage. And that became a law in Israel from that day on.” 

David is a type of the Lord Jesus Christ as we have seen before and there are two things about the Lord Jesus that David foreshadows here. 

i)
One of them is prophesied in Isaiah chapter 40. We read in Isaiah forty verse ten these words: “Behold the Lord God will come with might, with his arm ruling for him. Behold his reward is with him and his recompense before him; like a shepherd he will tend his flock. In his arm he will gather the lambs to carry them in his bosom. He will gently lead the nursing ewes.” Christ comes into the world as a warrior, as a war-lord, with the reward of his battles with him. But at the same time he is the shepherd who gently leads those who are weak. As is prophesied elsewhere, "He does not quench the smoking flax." Rather, he fans that fading fire into flame again; "nor crush the bruised reed;" rather, he tends it so that it flourishes again. You see the same thing in David’s treatment of the Egyptian slave. He fell sick and he couldn’t go on so his Amalekite master tossed him aside. David picks him up and revives him. Now sure, he was very good for military intelligence but did David and his men realise that when they first came upon him? 

So let us too, brothers and sisters, be patient, especially if in any situation or if in any aspect of character we consider ourselves perhaps a little stronger than others.  If that is so, it is all the Lord’s doing, as this victory was this day. 

ii)
But there is another way in which David foreshadows the Lord Jesus Christ here. In Matthew twenty-five you will remember the parable of the talents. We are not all given the same talents; we’re not all given the same gifts or abilities or opportunities, however you want to interpret that. But we are rewarded according to our faithfulness. The master comes back and he says exactly the same thing to the ten-talent slave who had made another ten as he says to the five-talent slave who had made another five; “Well done, good and faithful servant; enter into the joy of your lord. You have been faithful over a few things; I will make you ruler over many.” 

David realises that this great victory is the Lord’s victory and in grace the reward will be shared with all for whom God gave the victory and not just those who consider themselves to have played a greater part in it. So the Lord’s servant rewards each man according to his faithfulness. So will we be, brothers and sisters. It’s not whether you have a prominent place in the Church or in the Kingdom or in the world, or a lesser place, in the eyes of mankind. It is how faithful you are with all that the Lord has given you that is important and on which you will be judged and rewarded when the Lord comes again.

2.
THE LORD’S SERVANT CORRECTS THOSE WHO ARE ERRING, WITH GENTLENESS

David himself, of course, had only just been restored from sin. He’d only just had his own life delivered – from his own men! He’d only just come to see that he’d acted out of the same principle that these greedy, wicked and worthless men who now wanted to keep all the spoil for themselves because they thought that they had won it with their own strength. David acted basically out of that principle himself when he’d fled to Achish. He thought he could make himself safe there, rather than realise he was actually safer with God, even in Judah with Saul pursuing him. So when he comes to see the same sin, in principle, in others – reliance on their own strength and resources – he doesn’t charge in taking the high moral ground. 

Listen to him – verse twenty-three: “You must not do so, my brothers, with what the Lord has given us, who has kept us and delivered into our hand the band which came against us.” There does sometimes come a time for very straight, plain talking and no-nonsense allowed: – in the home, in the Church, in any situation in life, but that is only after we have tried to win our adversary (or subordinate) with kind words first; that is only after we have tried to win the sinner to faithfulness with appeals to grace first. That’s what we see, for example, in Matthew chapter eighteen where we see the process of church discipline outlined. Paul speaks about this in Galatians chapter six, verse one: “Brethren, if a man is caught in a trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in the spirit of gentleness, looking to yourselves lest you too be tempted.” So in two Timothy, chapter two, Paul says, “The Lord’s bondservant must with gentleness correct those who are in opposition if perhaps the Lord may grant them repentance.” 

Jesus gives us the classic example, doesn’t he, with the Apostle Peter. Peter feared the enemies of the Lord. He feared the Lord would not be able to protect him when he was accused of being a disciple at Jesus’ trial. But Jesus knew that there was sorrow and real repentance in Peter’s heart, so he restored him with gentleness on the shores of Lake Galilee. 

The Lord’s servant rewards each person according to their faithfulness. 

The Lord’s servant corrects those who err with gentleness. Finally, 

3.
HAVING RECEIVED GENEROUSLY, GENEROUSLY GIVE

Verse twenty-six: "Now when David came to Ziklag, he sent some of the spoil to the elders of Judah, to his friends, saying, 'Behold, a gift to you from the spoil of the enemies ofHe He the Lord.'" 

What is going on here? You can be a bit cynical if you like and say David’s just being politically canny. Perhaps he was. You can be cynical if you like and say that David is just making "friends with the mammon of unrighteousness" as Jesus said when he explained the parable of the wicked servant in Luke chapter sixteen. Maybe David is, to a point. 

In purely Old Testament terms, David sends this spoil to the people of Judah as a sign that he had not forgotten them, and even though he had been waylaid in the world, with the Philistines, because of his own lack of faith, for a time, his heart was still really with them and working for them. But, if all Scripture points to the Lord Jesus Christ, and Jesus said it did, I think we see Jesus in his ascension here. 

After Jesus had died and risen again, he ascended into heaven where he was enthroned on the throne of David, the throne of the Kingdom of God in heaven. This is not David’s ascension to the throne; Saul was still on the throne for just a little bit longer. And even when we get to that we don’t want to make David’s life an allegory of Jesus’ life and see direct parallels between every event in the life of each. No, that’s not right. David is a type of Christ, not an allegory. But David is certainly living out of the spirit of Jesus’ ascension here. 

When Jesus ascended into heaven, he received from the Father not only the throne, but the spoils of the battle of the cross. That is prophesied in Psalm 68. That spoil was the gift of the Holy Spirit. But immediately Jesus received the gift of the Holy Spirit from his Father, he poured him out in power on his bride, the Church, at Pentecost. In Ephesians chapter four we read of this in summary fashion, verses seven and eight; "But to each one of us believers, grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift; therefore the Scripture says, When he ascended up on high, he led captive a host of captives – whatever that exactly means. I think it’s just a figure of speech for saying he received the spoils of the battle and the spoils of Jesus’ battle was the gift of the Holy Spirit to give to the church. So, when he ascended up on high he led captive a host of captives and he gave gifts to men." He poured the Holy Spirit out upon the church. 

Verses seventeen through twenty-one of our text, 1 Samuel thirty, make it very clear that this was David’s day. This was a victory of the great type of Christ against the enemies of the Lord and the Lord’s people. And yet, even as the plunder of the battle came into his hand, he didn’t see it as his own. It was to be used for the service of the kingdom. He distributed it among all the cities of Judah that are listed in those last few verses of the chapter and in verse thirty-one we see that that is what he had been doing all the time he was sheltering in Ziklag. 

Congregation, the Lord Jesus has taught us likewise. He has taught us to live out of the spirit of the cross and self-sacrifice and the forgiveness of our sins; he has taught us that we are also to live out of the spirit of the resurrection and new life in Jesus Christ; and he has taught us that we are to live out of the spirit of the ascension and victory and the riches of Christ. 

Jesus put it this way once to his disciples in Mark’s Gospel, chapter ten. "Peter said to him, Lord, we have left everything to follow you. And Jesus said, Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or farms for my sake and for the Gospel’s sake but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age; houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms – along with persecutions; and in the age to come eternal life." 

He says it again in Luke’s Gospel, chapter six, verse thirty-one, let me read, “Treat others the same way you want them to treat you. If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? Sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that? Sinners lend to sinners in order to receive back the same amount. But love your enemies and do good and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great and you will be sons of the Most High, for he himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men. Be merciful just as your Father is merciful. Do not judge and you will not be judged; do not condemn and you will not be condemned. Pardon and you will be pardoned. Give and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure – pressed down, shaken together, running over; for by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.” 

The Proverb we read says the same thing. “Bring the whole tithe into my storehouse and I will open to you the windows of heaven.” Oh, I quoted from Malachi chapter three; but it is the same point as is made in Proverbs three. 

Brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ, we have been given so much and especially with the Gospel of grace and forgiveness and new life in Jesus Christ. We have been blessed with every spiritual blessing in Christ Jesus, in heavenly things. We might not be that rich in earthly terms but we have eternal life. We have the absolutely sure promises of eternal life and blessedness and joy. And it’s been given to us to give to others – for their salvation, for the growth of God’s Kingdom, for the glory of God’s Name and the salvation of many sinners. 

Let’s think about this: 

#
in how we use our time for example – our leisure time, or even the time we put into our daily work; should it be that much time? 

#
Let’s think about this with the way we use our money. Do we give to the Lord his tithe? Or do we say we can’t afford it. What, even when Jesus says he will give it back to us a hundred times? Come on! With interest rates like that I don’t think we can afford not to! Of course Jesus isn’t meaning in a literalistic way, but all the joy and all the pleasure and all the satisfaction you thought you would get out of that stuff if you keep it, he will multiply it a hundred times if you give it to him. 

#
Think about this too with what Paul calls “the deposit of the Gospel” – the message of salvation that we have in our hearts and in our hands. Paul tells Timothy to "guard the deposit of the Gospel." But only meaning that he preserve it with integrity to give it away. 

#
And as a church we have to think about this too. And we are. The Lord has blessed us a great deal in our financial situation and we talked about that at the AGM and we made that decision to put aside a tenth of that each year to build up a fund for Home Mission. But then when you look at the budget congregation, we could pay off this building in two years. What are we going to do then with that extra money? It’s the Lord’s money that he’s blessed us with abundantly! We need to be thinking about this. We need to be talking about it. Where are we going next as a church? What are we going to do with this? Are we going to call another man and send a missionary overseas somewhere? Fine! Great! Or are we going to call another man and establish a home mission somewhere else in New Zealand? Again, great! But this is what the Lord has given all this to us for. 

This is David’s day here in our story today. But David really knows it’s the Lord’s Day – it’s the Lord’s victory; and David blesses and glorifies the Lord for it. And not in lip only; in life as well. And since we too congregation, so recently, like probably just a few minutes ago, received the grace of forgiveness for another sin, let us too deal gently with the sins of others. 

This day in which we live is the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. We live in the year of our Lord’s grace, 2005. This is the day of grace. “This is the year of the Lord’s favour,” Paul says. And he has left us here on this earth as his representatives to disperse that great treasure in the power of his Holy Spirit. Let’s live our thankfulness to the Lord as David did, as our Lord Jesus Christ did; and as the Lord has commanded us to do likewise. For we live in the light of an even greater victory. 

Amen.

John Rogers, Reformed Church of the North Shore, 24th July, 2005

�   Cf. also Psalm 41:12
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